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Introduction First (preliminary) results

« Interdisciplinary ongoing research project that aims to investigate the social ¢ In stratified societies the institutionalized use of shaming rituals
use of shame and shaming rituals in historical societies in a cross-cultural seems to produce stigmatizing effects which hinder reformation and
perspective. social reintegration.

e Shaming and humiliating rituals in penal law and folklore have been applied + Defections in cooperative relationships seem to be an important

systematically in higher and lower justice over a period of more than 600 quantity in the total amount of offences leading to shaming
years in European history (De Win 1991) and even longer in traditional punishments in historical European socieies (c.f. Fessler 2004 with
Chinese and Japanese justice (Botsman 2005).

* The use of shame as a sanction of social control itself is very old and can be
observed in religion since the very beginning of writing (Bechtel 1991). There
is also evidence for a cross-cultural application of shaming punishments in
various traditional societies (Haid 2003). ! ) e
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What is shame?

+ Shame emerges in situations wher
inappropriate in terms of in-group nor

+ Shame is a panhuman emotion and is cross-culturally related
(Casimir & Schnegg 2002). When experiencing shame, peokle often
faces, avert their gaze and slump their shoulders. *

one’s own behavior n as
(internalized control over

ultural data on sem
a few languages.

fields of emotions is only
rical data may provid

e of shame in cooperativ
Lol y
ited by subordi

(Fessler 1999,

inary results support the import

ionships.

* Is there something like “protoshame”, el
recognizable in European or Asian histor
2003)?

electe in the 1
the lim

* Shame has adaptive advantages which must have been
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